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9-11 th centuries : Arrival of Islam
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Islamization of Africa



Africanization of Islam



18 th century :  Bortherhood (or Sufi) Islam



Aynou Rahmati (Well of Merci)



WHY  WELLS

vHydrotechnology
vSacredness of water
vSocial function (community gatherings, folk’s tale)
vTherapeutic (healings)
vPride (heroes, historical figures, religious events)



v Islamic related wells: A re-appropriation of Zama Zam: a water source 
which constitutes the well of the Kaaba sanctuary, in Mecca 

vIn Senegal Islamic wells contributes to the holiness of the place, the 
greatness of the Saints

vThose Islamic wells are given more importance in the national 
discourse, the national construction of collective memory and identity 
than other wells



Solution: a digital inclusive Symbolic Reservoir

vSymbolic reservoir is a set of past events, experiences, myths, tales 
that people use in the socio-construction of their identity and 
realities

vSympolic reservoir shapes sense of place, national cousciousness, 
belonging and identity

vThe digital symbolic reservoir give equal voice and importance to 
all elements



How?

vHow: A survey and inventory of all the symbolically important 
wells, rivers and backwaters is done

v The history and meaning of each one of them is highlighted on 
an interactive map







Use of Generative AI with several algorithms: gender, historical events, age, 
historical figures, water finctions and preservation etc
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